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Tell  Me,  Tell  Someone 
flourishes  in  Indianola 


By  Tony  Mortin, 
AMociato  Editor 


For  paitor  Otw  BuAe  o€  Krsi 

Chur^  lodiaoote,  the  Ten  Me, 


Chur^  lodiaoote,  the  TeH  Me, 
TeB  Someone  emgteele  to  epef- 
fart  ft  *or  the  dmreh'e  mintotiy 
*Thto  ahgm  with  who  we 
■re,*  wid  Burke.  'We  extol  to 
cuMvale  eutbentic  iolowcn  of 
.  Ovtot.  That*!  thertolon  thrt  we 
ha«e,  ao  when  thto  came  abotn 
a*-^  we  heard  about  it  from 

other  paaton  and  from  the  Mate 
cooeeation.hiookedlikeaome- 
diin:  we  needed  to  emagf  in. 
“K‘a  why  we  eipM.  It  waanT 
•  rbout  a  program,  h  wasn’t 


idmut  just  Wing  something 
djOereat.'  It  wm  bec^jse  we 
wanted  to  see  authentic  foUaw- 
era  of  Christ  cultivated  here  in 
the  Deite.'  ' 

The  emphasto  and  challenge 
ate  built  around-  the  .num¬ 
ber,  "a-l-S-t.'  The  iHim\^ 
stand  for 

■  Prayii«  for  THREE  loat 


■  Leami^  ONE  spiritual 
'  roeverNifoo. 

■  Inviting  FIVE  peo^  to 
clugch  each  week  dunn  s  the  six 
weeks  of  the  challenge. 

■  their  foitb  with 
ONE  peieon. 

The  empbn  inoi-alc'^  four 


Bible  study  leeaoos  titled,  Tito 
Unvandibed  Triidt,  ffom  Bi¬ 
ble 'Studiet  for  Life,  a  ^nday 
School  curricuhun  distributed 
by  UfcWey  Christian  Resources 
.  of  the  Southam  Baptist  Conven- 
tkm  in  NaafavtDe.  4. 

*1t  was  all  ibout  streamlining 
mintotiy  by  working  thtou^ 

the  existins  Sunday  School  min¬ 
istry,*  Burke  explained.  *ln  our 
context,  our  largest  ministry 
when  it  comes  to  small  groups, 
is  Sunday  School,  so  we  were 
able  to  Wverage’  our  extotiw 
ministry  for  --^icient  outreach 
and  that  gave  mir  leaders  and 

•  MS  INDIANOLA  on  p.  4 
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Special  way  to  share  faith 

Take  wi  »V»-by-n  iSeet  otiwer 

■ad  it  in  half.  Now  *dW  It  in  r 

half  actiii.  Then  fold  Jit  in  half 
one  more^^  ao  thtf  you'ie  boldins  a 
pocket-aur  piece  Ok  papen  - 

Pray  and  think  a  few  moments  — 

perhapaoffandon  for  a  d«  ortwopr 
as  loqa  at  need  be  -  to  aeek  Go^  gui^ 

anoe^  a  abort  phrase  that  migm  spm 
aomeone't  interest  in  your  ipuin»  of 
faith  or  the  importaoce  of  Christ  m  your 


Guest  opinion 

with  Art  Toalston 


l^gfalator'a  tuna  U  plus  in  yuur 
hpfor>  and  pnrride  a  record  of 
jptB'  porttfon  cui  proposed  iegLsfa 
WSi»  Inchtde  ytuir  full  hame.  ad^ 
dress.  anrltMiahi  uurabar.  TDi 

ae^!^lou  la  P.O.  Bm  loiSi  Jari^uu. 
J£S  j'jzi^lOrS-  fniitvidOaiTr-=::3:i 
e'ihisw  can  beaceesa*d -1 
iaturejnajarv. 

■  (lo  yuiir  rieent^yftwy  the 


Mfite  iatc  WOT 
TO  mitae  ohl  augai 
i^irwatr  r  frim  •frhnh'^rTir 

iHlhraia:.Tbe  apt?  aMetecf 
k^aiaBip«  Le8felanitn.iw  t>e 
ring  up  in  just  a  few  daiM  and 

Mata  ne«d  to  be  involved, 
^■eytsletow  are  our  fellow  Mia- 

lipp.'Bii'i-  F^f  every  citlreo  who 
!■>  Her-  lo  rexularty  slam  legisla- 
s.  iht'fr  ,ire  jt  least  a  few  of  i’.-, 

I)  I'jAhii-  Ih.it  mom  ieM4atOTS 


placed  your  aoul  in  Christ's  care  as  the 
Son  of  God  — your  yearnings,  struggles 
and/dr  emptiness.  If  you  became  a 
Christian  as  a  yooA,  perhaps  write 
a  few  aentencea  about  what  your  life 
might  have  been  'ike  if  Christ  hadn  t 
been  your  Savior  and  Lord. 

Unfold  the  paper  another  time,  back 

to  the  panel  that  U  half  of  the  foil  piece 

of  paper.  Here,  write  a  few  sentences 
about  when  you  became  a  Ouistiw — 
the  juncturefs)  when  the  Hoi^  Spirit  led 
you  towtud  atking  God’s  forpveness  for 

all  your  ains  aird  turrendeiing  TOUT  life 

to  Christ.  Or  perhaps  it  m^it  be  du.  .1-1 
hr  Junctures  when,  I  * 

God  for  forghrenea 


^  dai- .  your  faith  with  the 

_  _ ,  nowadays,  you  turn  to  Say  a  prayer  for 

_  for  fotgiveneaa  Md  Hia  guidance.  or  she  might  tew  t 
In  the  final  step,  fully  unfold  the  faith  m  the  coming 

iper  and  write  out  how  a  person  can  the  love  of  G<xi^ 
jcofloe  a  Christian,  perhsM  including  ward  presence  of  J 
a  prayer  that  someone  could  pray  to  re-  the  ten(fer,  pteciou 
pent  of  tin  and  accept  Christ  a  (Mth  on  •'‘®  te“*>y 

tlm  cross  as  the  eternal  pujunem  for  our  faWLThis  ii  but  oi 
waywardness  and,  cootmuing  in  prayer,  thanWil  response 
to  surrender  to  Christ  for  Hia  redeem-  tioB,  in  keepuig  w 
iog  1  Ad  trao^i^niiog  our  souk  m  oitr  Now  TettaiucQt  B< 

Savior  and  Lord.  15,  to  always p 

You  needoT  fill  every  blank  space  on  answer  for  the  hoj 
the  panda;  just  write  what's. 00  vour 

heart.  Certmnly  h’s  OK  to  practice  with  Toalston  is  sei 
several  aheets  of  paper  to  fine-tune  this  Press,  neuis  sert 
expreasionofyourfiuth.  Or  you  could  Baptist  Convenhi 
wiltd  each  pand  on  a  notepM  and  trai^  ebooks,  When  I 
fer  it  to  <  he  appropriate  place  on  the  tation  A  Meraliti 

fol<M  paper.  Some  people  might  do  this  arttoalston.com. 
on  a  computer,  arl^usting  the  naargins  to.  pears  courtesy  0/ 
the  sire  of  each  pand.  /or  style. 


*Tdepl^,i^= 
-  Hte  for  pers^aSrt^’' 
,  kVhen  ie|^^ 

lurs.  hdirevui.  rralb;’< 
iiDur  tima  witfofoe 
yif^andllvUUs 
agdort  tupfn.  rmt  ~i 
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betw*  ceffifT^plr 

Find  out  npw 
'‘Wetoprtste  coMmxtee  ^ 
cutset  him  fhtt  as  i 
„  If  foveu  otf 

.life  Kcttotbepc# 


r  position.  ■ 
s  niiniitrvfiajvfed  by 
litipi  L-umriti'--  I’ro- 
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ton-.,-.-. 
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I  Moore  apologizes,  defends  trump  remarks 


fMSHVIUf  (BP  and  (Scat  re¬ 
port*)  -  Ihe  president  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Ethics  &  Re- 
ligiaus  Uherty  Commisstcin 
(ERI>C)  in  NasltviUe  has  clarified 
tliat  he  never  intended  to  criticize 
all  evangelical  supporters  of  U^. 
President-eiect  Donald  Trump, 
noting  mam  voters  were  moti¬ 
vated  by  ‘‘biblical  convictions* 
and  "Vow  their  oonstieoce." 

In  a  Dec.  w  blog  poet,  Bilaxi 
native  Hussdl  Moore  admovd-. 
ed^ed  ‘prmited  convereationa  in 
my  denomiaational  aboM 
dw  election’  overdie  pest  month, 
‘some  of  dsera...  (Greeted  at  me.* 

T  renumber  one-  situation 
Mdne  1  witnessed  a  handful  of 
puistian  poLtical  operatives  ex¬ 
cusing  immorality  and  confis- 
ing  the  definition  of  the  GoapeL 
Ljwas  pennted  in  my  ciiticuins. 
and  fek  Hite  1  ought  to  have  beea 
But  there  were  alao  pastors  and 
‘hiends  who  told  me  when  diey 
read  my  comments  diey  thought 
I  ww  ahiciaiA  anyone  v«ho  vot¬ 
ed  for  Donal^'lWnp. 

T  told  tl^mlben,  and!  would 
teil  anyone  dOT'  if  that's  what 
'you  brm  me  that  was  not 
at  an  my  intentkm,  and  L«polo- 
gize.  Ihcre's  a  maasive  diSerence 
between  someone  Vdio  endiu- 
siaatically  excused  immoralitv 
and  someone  who  felt  conflicted, 
wefohed  the  options  based  on 
bibfical  convictions,  ai^  voted 
their  conscience,*  Moore  wrote." 

Moore’s  blog  post  was  pub- 
yshad  the  tame  day  as -a  Wall 
Stre^  Journal  aidde  with  the 
heacOmet  ’Baptist  finite  fooes 
hacUash  over  Im  criticism  of  Don¬ 
ald  Ttump.'  Moore  has  voiced 
criticism  of  Trump’s  candidacy 
since  at  least  September  aois 

The 'Journal,  to  whom  MoOre 
provided  an  advance  copy  gf  his 
Nog  post,  included  comments  o« 
M(x>re  by,  amom  others,  former 
■Southern  Baptist  Convention 
(SBO  President  Jack  Graham. 
pjLstcfo  of  Prestonw(xid  Chunh 
in  Ii^as;  Louisiana  Baptist  Con- 


HANKINS  HUCKAKE 


MOHLER  BARBIC 

vention  executive  (Elector  Dtreid 
Hankins;  and  WiDiani  HaneD, 
fonner  SBC  Executive  Commit¬ 
tee  ht>fotnian  from  2(X]6-2ob8 
and  now  a  retired  Georgia  pastor; 

Graham,  a  member  ofTnimp's 
Evangelical  Executhgc  Advisory 
Board,  eded  Moore’s  criticism  of 
Ttump  during  the  presidential 
campaign  for  sueged  cBsresp^- 
folnm  towards  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists  and  otiier  evan«lical  iead- 
ers,  past  and  present. 

Noting  mat  Piestonwood 
Church  18  ‘considering  makiiu 
mg)or  'changes  in  our  support  a 
the  ScHithem  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion,-  Graham  said,  "It's  dis- 
'  b^esing  that  this  elec^n  has 
created  this  Idnduf  divisiveness.* 

Hankins  told  The  Journal  he 
knows  of  churches  that  'have 
said  they  are  going  to"  divert  their 


giving  aw^  from  ERLC.  Messen- 
>  gers  to  this  yw’s  Louisiana  Bapr^j 
tBt  Convention  annual  meeting '' 
refeded  to  the  convention’s  ex¬ 
ecutive  board  a  motion  regarding 
concerns  ittout  the  ERLC.  * 
HaiidAiade  a  siinilar  ob¬ 
servation  abcsit  churches  poten- 
<tia)fo  withholcw  funcis  from  the 
ERLC  in  a  Nov.  is  blog  post,  stat¬ 
ing  tl^  ERLC  “was  never  meant 
to  be  a  political  voice  which 
viould  promote  a  certain  candi¬ 
date  or-,  disoourage  people  from 
voting  for  another  one.* 

As  examples  of  aOegedlv  map- 
propriate  statements  by  Mcxiie. 
HaneO  cited  a  Sept,  acts  New 
York  Tfines  op-e,  in  which  Moore 
argued  'evangelicals  and  other 
social  (onsetvatives*  must  *rer 
pudiate  eveiything  they  believe’ 
to  support  lYumpc  and  a  Jan. 
2016  Roll  Call  article  that  (Witnl 
Moore  as  stating,  Ted  frtiz  is 
leiKiing  in  the  'Jeny  Fatwell’  wii^ 
,(of  evangelicalisni],  Marco  Rubio 
B  leading  the  ■  BiUv  Graham’ wing 
and  Ttump  is  leading  the  'Jimmy 
SwaggBrt’  wing." 

Fortner  Republican  presiden¬ 
tial  candidate  Mil^-  Iluckahec,  a 
fonner  Arkansas  pasttir  and  gm  - 
ernor.  wrote  in  an  crnal!  obtained 


TRUMP 

by  TownhalLcom,  *I  am  utterfy 
stuniM  that  RusselT  Moore  is 
being  paid  by  Southern  Baptists 
to  iimut  them.* 

lYump  tweeted  in  "Rus¬ 
sell  Moore  is  truly  a  temWe  rep¬ 
resentative  of  Evangelicais  and 
aD  of  the  gocxl  they  sNnd  for.  A 
nasty  guy  vnth  no  heart!"  to  which 
Moore  responded  on  MSNBC, 

*1  am  a  nasty  guy  with  no  heart, 
which  is  why  1  need  forpveness 
of  sins  and  redemption  through 
the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ." 

SOutnero  Seminary  President 
R.  ABert  Mohler  Jr.,  Moore's 
former  boss  at  the  seminary,  ex¬ 
pressed  support  for  Moore  in  an 
e-mail  to  Ine  Journal.  “I  know 
his  heart  and  his  charac'ter  and 
his  love  for  thrt  Southern  Baptist 
Convention.  I  abo  have  confi¬ 
dence  in  his  abiHty  to  semjNall* 
Southern  Baptists  as  pn;^ent 
of  the  Ethics  &  Religicsis  IJtvrly 
(’onimis.sion." 

ERIC  trustee  cliaimian  Ken 
Barbie,  raeinlier  of  Capitol  Hdl  ' 
Churdi  in  VVa-shington,  I).C.  and 
a  kilibyivt  for  the  produce  iiidiB- 
trv,  told  Baptist  Pres  IBP)  in  an 
e-mail  that  Moire  “i'  a  Gospel- 
cfiitered  and  fclithfnl  rokf  lor 
SiHitheni  Baptists." 


"He  speaks  with  prophetic 
clarity  to  the  pressing  cultural 
and  ethical  issues  of  our  time, 
with  which  every  Christian 
ifiust  wrestle.  I  am  particular¬ 
ly  grateful  for  his  courageous 
and  convictiona!  leadership, 
under  which  I'ye  observM 
within  our  convention  and 
beyond,  significant  newfound 
energy  ana  excitement  about 
the  work  of  the  ERLC  the  last 
several  years. 

"I  have  liJO  the  privilege  of 
seeing  up  close  the  remarkable 
efforts  he  leads  the  ERIC  to 
undertake  here  in  Washington, 
across  this  country,  and  abroad, 
all  of  which  make  me  thank¬ 
ful  for  liis  leadership  within  the 
ScHilhern  Baptist  Convention." 

In  his  IJec.  19  blog  pxist, 
Moore  wrote,  “When  1  went  to 
the  ballot  box  this  year,  for  the 
first  time  in  my  life  my  con- 
sdenoc  wouldn’t  allow  me  to 
vote  for  either  major  piarty  can¬ 
didate.  For  me,  to  vote  for  either 
candidate,  I  feh,  would  be  to  sin 
against  my  own  conscience. 

That  said,  many  Christiaas, 
including  some  of  ray  very  best 
friends  ant}  closest  mmistry 
partners  approached  the. ballot 
txix  conflicts  but  feh  compelled 
to  cast  a  ballot  for  the  ‘lesser  of 
two  evils,'  hoping  for  the  best 
with  a  less  than  ideal  president. 

“A  possible  temptation  in  Sh- 
uations  like  this  is  to  take  things 
personalW  —  something  Vve 
Ixm  guin>'  of  myself  —  but  it's 
important  that  we  not...  We  all 
owe  It  to  our  brothels  and  sisters 
in  Christ  to  understand  their 
convictioiis  and  be  .slow  to  judg¬ 
ment  when  l^ibliral  motivation, 
.irc  the  priniarv’  motivators. 

In  the  heat  of  an  extraonli 
riarilv  divisive  campaign,  tluil  i- 
viim^thing  all  of  us,  inyselt  in 
clndetl,  are  wise  to  n'lnen  Js  r  “ 

llie  full  text  of  .Motur  ■  !i! 
carl  be  viinvtsi  at  ni-sellnioore 
eon:  .N  iti  j a,- 14  'elect i' ■■ 
ii;  iiigiits  Christina' 


Theme  announced  for  SBC 
annual  meeting  in  Phoenix 


JUNE  lS-14 
PHOEMiy 


PHOENIX  (BP)  'Pravf  For  such 
a  tinw  m  this"  is  the  theme  (iw  tla- 
2017  Southern  Bap^  1  'onvvmikxi 
(SBC )  annual  meeting  June  14 
in  Plxieiux,  anchored  1^  Esther 
4:14  and  Luke  11;  1.  SBC  Preskk-nt 
Slew  ( JJfties  has  aiuiounted 
Prayer  should  te  the  top  pri¬ 
ority  (if  every  Oiristian,  tiaincs 
saia  in  «n  interview  outlining  his 
choice,  "'The  Southern  -Baptist 
CAivention  needs  to  be  a  ^ple 
of  praver."  Gaines  said  in  me  m- 
terview  with  SBC  LIFE,  journal 
of  the  SBC.  “Only  then  vvill  Ikid 
send  the  powet  we  need  to  (ulfin 
the  Great  Commission."  • 

He  denciibed  the  .H-eompa- 
nving  Scripture  choices  as  both 


ixrrsonal  and  (bvine  F.-’Uer  4 
Ls  tire  text  Cesl  u  ('d  t(!  all  -'n> 
name  to  be  presc-nted  .i  •  a  .indi- 
date  for  SBC  president,  “l.uke  11 
n-cordsth-  only  thing  .L  mIs  dis 
cipkts  a.ske<l  Him  to  teach  them 

Nfo  to  pray." 

Prayer  -cekii^  revival  and 
.spiritual  ‘wakening  will  be  the 
fooLs  of  the  June  i.-f  eycning 
^session  of  the  aiuiual  meet 
ing.  Gain;  -.tid.  “1  waul  to  .-n 
courage  all  of  us  to  pra:  f(‘r 
spiritual  iwatcning  acros-  the 
Southern  (toptist  Convention. 
I  also  '■  :nt  tc  pray  that  we  will 
he  a  ^ul-wuming  detvnuina- 
tk>n  really  tell  p<‘ople  ll■■lul 
Jesus  Christ " 


IIb  .1  l•--:.^»)rallng 

.p(-.i\  :  -c  o  .,,  .Istrawilu’ 

c.t  IKV  ol  prau-  bsI's  limeliiB' 
running  out.  aixi  1  believe  man  - 
time  Is  ouimng  o'.n."  C.amt2(  slid, 
•lesas Christ  i>.-  .rtniiighack,.m(t  1 
nersoniilK  hi'lie'..  He  ‘ya;ld(v«ii( 
iXiCk  at  any  misia'nt " 

.!,  .’.y.'  iBUsling  return  to  eailti 
shoukl  urge  11;  to  pniy  lint  hs-t 
'smls  be  saved  from  htil,  le-  aid. 
"People  iire  dying  and th<-s’re  en 
tering  eternity  If  ttav  don't  ha-  c 
they're  giniig  ‘  :  N-f!  uud 
motivates  mC'  to  iic  '  ot  my 
Father's  la— irv-ss  -  to  pniy.  tell 
pwmle  ataart  .Ntiis,  win  people 
to  fbrist.  aiKi  help  them  lavv.a.c 
-iIkI  dls(ip,es  ■ 


I 
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/^ftenM^wecoaiatoaneWfeBr,  ' 

I  I  people  pictorettaabeiiisa 

mgnway  naurked  aoiycw  what¬ 
ever  the  year  may  be.  Troth  ia  there 
tie  easljy  365  highways  we’re  jarin*  to 
ti«v^  eiiw  one  of  them  with  a  sunnae 
and  suoaet  and  in-between,  there  may 
be  wind  and  raiB.  beat  and  humidity. 
Scriptiue  records  in  ioahoa  t:3  that 
when  God  bRHigbt  His  people  to  die 
Pituniaad  Land,  *Evety  place  that  the 
sole  of  your  foot  shall  tread  upon,  mat 
have  I  given  unto  you.  as  I  said  uino 
Moaea.  Tliagr  '.::eie  about  to  go  into  the 
Promised  Land  and  God  was  with  them, 
but  Ibete  were  going  to  be  challenges, 
oppoitunitiea.i^  and  Johs  they 
would  experience  as  they  traveled.  It 
wiB  be  that  way  down  Hi|hway  *017,  or 
down  each  one  of  thoee  side  roads  day- 
by-Jay.  Let  me  point  outfourwonder- 
<ul  truths  that  have  sim^taririei  between 
what  the  laraeUtes  were  ftdng  as  they 
went  into  the  land  and  vdiat  we  are  fac¬ 
ile  M  we  entpr  tfaia  new  year. 

Tbefirsttrudilwookluicn- 
ttwi  ia  that  H  fa  unfamiliar  ter-  . 
ritory  ]4ot  one  ofuahaa  ever  been 
down  thia  road.  The  writer  of  Proverbs 
says,  “Bosst  not  thyadf  of  tomorrow; 
for  thou  knowest  not  what  a  day  may 
briig  forth’  (27:1).  You  and  I  do  not 
know  what  tomorrow  hiBda.  We  do 
not  even  folly  understand  what  today 
boMs.  1  have  a  friend  who  lived  by  a 
thought  often  lepeated-to  hit  frioids 
and  eoworkets:  'Plan  your  work  and 
work  your  plan.'  I  remember  the  fost 
time  1  beard  him  aay  it  ymrs  ago.  and 
thinking  how  clever  mio  important  that 
is  to  do.  Aa  be  knew  aid  as  1  certainly 
have  experienced,  life  ia  filled  with  a 
muhiplfcily  of  detours.  Planning  voui 
workfe  good,  but  working  yoUr  plan  ia 
not  alw^  an  easy  mstter.  What  we  can 
and  must  do,  though.  >*  trust  God  for 

each  step,  each  dedsioB.  anr! 'Tidi  plan. 
He  knmu  where  we  art  and  where  vre 
asad  aa,^,  what  w«'i«  doiag  and  how 
we  can  bbC  done,  what  needs  to  be  done, 
bift  on  the  other  hand  we  five  tfey-by- 
day  in  unfamiliar  territory.  You  may  be 
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The  Head 


and  aome  of  the  things  you  arc 

_ _ _  are  unfamiliar  and  you  re  trying 

to  figure  life  out  You  may  be  in  mid-life 
but  you  are  stffl  in  unfandhar  territory, 
and  only  God  can  guide  you  throu^  w 
difficulties  tte  you  may  frKe,  the  oed- 

tions  you  need  to  make,  and  the  deari- 
nation  toward  which  you  are  headed. 

He  knows  snd  you  do  not. 

Hie  scoona  truth  that  t  would 
pednt  put  ia  diere  nre  unexpected 
transittDtis.  In  the  story  of  Joshns, 
a  whole  nation  of  iMupienad  never 
snown  One  day  without  Moaes  at  their 
leader.  The  stories  of  what  be  had  done 
and  the  magnificent  leadership  that 
hg  bad  given  aa  he  stood  before  the 
Pharrob  and  led  God's  people  out  of 
Egypt  and  brought  them  acraas  the  Red 
Sea  and  into  the  wiklernees  and  all  the 
way  to  die  Promised  Land  and  then 
throu^  the  wfiderneas  wanderings, 
provrohe  had  been  a  leader.  The 
people  grew  up  under  tiia  tutelar.  They 
UrtenM  to  his  voice  and  watched  him 
aa  be  led  and  served  but  now,  wen.  now 
thina  were  different.  Moses  wai  dead 
andJoshua  was  ftie  new,  untried  leader 
tasked  vridi  taking  the  Isradfitea  Into 
the  Promised  Land.  Bveiy  one  of  us 
Ihe  with  unexpected  transitions  taking 
place  in  our  You  may  loae  a  fob 
Of  go  to  a  new  fob  and  there  are  unex¬ 


pected  ttaiaitioos  there.  A  friend  dxs. 

Your  mate  passea.  ChildTMi  loae  a  par¬ 
ent.  Life  gets  dlffictilL  A  new  leader.  A  . 
new  friei^  A  new  fcllovrworket  comes 
Into  your  fife,  and  it  is  not  always  easy 
to  smust.  God  knows  what  He's  dO; 

'mg.  He  knows  ive  have  strung  with 
trahsitiona.  He  comee  and  am^  to  us 
ftiat  we  can  truat  what  He’s  doing  and 
tniat  where  we’re  going  and  trust  Who 
ia  leading  ut.' 

A  third  truth  I  would  bring  up  U' 
thnt  they  had  onantlc^ated  trou¬ 
bles.  I  am  convinced  that  troubles  are 
fort  a  part  of  the  Bring  process.  I  know 

we  get  in  trouble  vchen  we  m^  vmmg 

deMiona  and  go  the  wrong  direction, 
but  troubles  are  just  a  part  of  our  fives. 
Whenever  sin  came  into  the  ivorld,  the 
world  was  foied  with  weeds  and  thistles 
then,  and  all  the  prodocta  of  sin  are  . 

around  us  day-by-day  and  seem  to  get 

in  our  way  and  cause  trouble  over  'and 
oier.  It  wtD  be  that  way  in  this  wurid. 
We  don’t  need  to  be  down  in  the  mouth 
six]  borrow  tomorrow’s  troubles  today, 
but  d^’t  be  naive  either  and  just  ignore 

that  whatever  road  you’re  goma  dows 

—  aomethnea  it  aeems  Kke  an  « them 

-  baa  its  own  ptc-aRmnged  trouble 


_ _ times.  He  will  be  there. 

u>  the  bad  rones.  He  wifi  be  there.  Press  1 
on  dawn  the  lo^  in  aot?  even  with  the 
tiotdiles  you  run  into  around  the  curs  e. 

Thcrc’a  n  fourth  truth  that  I 
need  to  give  yon  and  you  don’t 
need  to  travel  withoat  it:  there  are 
indrtdted  triumphs.  As  the  people 
of  God  entered  into  the  promises  of 
God,  what  I've  described  diove  is  fac¬ 
tual  but  there  vrere  unfimited  triumphs, 
too  —  touches  of  God,  revelations  from 
God,  experimioes  with  God,  that  were 

.  juif  astounding.  You  can  walk  through 

the  Bocdi  of  Joshua  and  see  tiie  tri- 
iimphs  unfi^  A  new  leader  takes  them 
across  the  Jordan  River.  It  was  at  flood 
tide,  but  God  stopped  the  river  and  the 
people  wdked  over  on  dry  groimd  un¬ 
der  His  guidance  and  Joshua’s  instrui'- 
tions.  Soon  after  getting  to  the  other 
side  of  the  river  and  into  the  edge  of  the 

Promised  Land,  they  came  up  against  a 

huge  obstacle:  the  city  of  J«u_*h).  They 
were  vronried  and  in  despair,  and  God 
•aid,  “Watch  what  Tm  going  to  do.’  You 
remember  tiie  story  that  Joshua  led 
them  out  to  drde  the  dty,  once  each 
day  for  six  days  and  then  on  the  sev¬ 
enth  day  aeven  times.  Then  God  shook 
the  {dace.  God  crumbled  tiie  walls  of 
Jericho.  The  walls  of  Jericho  came  turn- 
bl^down. 

Unlimited  triumphs  can  be  yours. 

The  things  you  wotiy  about  so  much, 
God  canfondle.  The  decisioas  for 
which  you  can’t  find  answers,  God 
loves  you  and  He  still  can  handle 
them.  He  is  not  going  to  teave  you  nor 
forsake  you.  He  b  not  going  to  turn 
away  from  you.  He  is  going  to  wrap 
His  arms  of  love  around  you  and  He 
ia  going  to  give  you  victoriea.  Would 
fou  trust  God  to  guide' you  every  day  in 
every  way  and  use  you  to  be  a  p^  of 
unlimited  triumphs  and  great  victories 
that  will  take  place  in  His  Kingdom 
work  aa  we  travel  thia  road  together  V 

God  bless  you,  and  Happy  New  Yea 

The  author  be  contacted  at 
ddrections^mpchjorg. 


INDfANOLA'" 

conr.  trom  p.  7 

teachers  aomething  tan^bfe 
they  could  rasouate  with’ 

Burkswantsdbtw-inframtfae  ' 
leadeishiphefoK  kicking  off  the 
minfetiy.  *11  ail  be^  with  our 
deaconi  retreat  in  July.  1  used 
pact  of  our  RBeat  to  infeedace 
It  to  Otar  leaden.  1  said,  ‘Hey 
guyi,  this  is  from  the  rtnte  eon- 
ventioiL  1  thank  it’s  a  lawKldns, 
hut  I  need  yWhfib  Mfo  Mha  k  a 
Beet  idea.  Tka^sAW  B  be- 
pu).Weknd&fs*iw^w,iMto 
catch  sdMpdeian  van  miaaed 
theretamt. 

"FTOis  time  we  met  with 
out  Suiday  ftebool .  teachen. 
We  hrt<  Oman  [trom 

Isadtr  te  uaatfM  Srhoot/SnuU 
Oroun  at  the 

tirt  Choveotian  Boaial  came 
■hare  tiw  vkinn.  ThesL  we  went 
to  the  equ4>Pkig  and  etigagr- 
ment  phase.  Iforombtr  4  was 
our  cefebratfon  Sunday.* 

During  the  first  »  •  ■  k  of  the 
church's  engagement  phaae, 
ito  peo^e  were  prayM  for 
Sundw  SriMol.  Thir¬ 
ty  inroviduals  (earned  a  Goa- 


'We  did  this  because 
of  life  impact.  It's  ndt 
necessarily  because  of 
numbers.  Ifs  a  twchwway 
street.  If  you' re  going  to 
invite,  pray,  arxi  share,  it 
will  impact  their  lives  arxi 
yours.  It's  rxrt  a  program. 
It's  a  prooaes,  arid  it  fokts 
right  into  what  ycxi  re 
already  doing.' 

Ouy  Rurlia 

pastor  of 
nrst  CtMweli,  fcwllonola 


pd  presentation.  There  were 
34  individuals  invitins  eth¬ 
ers  to  Sunday  School,'' with 
U  Gospel  presentations  tak- 

nhia  gave  peofoe  some¬ 
thing  they  could  grasp,'  said 
Burke.  'Just  looking  at  the 
landecSpe,  we  wantM  some¬ 
thing  roiw  to  conuBunicste,  to 
eaecute.  to  3-1-5-1  ■  •  tan- 
aibte  proocaf,  and  it  was  easy 
ftrt  people  to  remember. 


BURKE 

'Prom  the  get-go,  people 
came  to  the  meebfogs.  They 
contacted  me,  falling  me  ato- 
ties  about  who  they  were  pnor- 
ing  for,  who  they’d  invited,  who 
they  pra^  for.  For  the  last 
cot^  of  mootiis  iMa  haa  been 
our  minirtry.  On  Wednesday 
niffos,  I  preached  through  the 
process,  using  each  number  of 
the  3-1-5- trtrattgy. 


This  isaT  a  program.  It’s 
an  ongoing  thing.  We  want  to 
lee  it  bufit  into  the  culture  of 
wlxi  we  are.  I  was  careful  to  say 
from  the  ^atform,  'YotTknow, 
guys,  if  you  have  this  catego¬ 
rize  as  juat  wotfaer  thing  the 
preacher  wants  to  do,  or  you 
sec  it,M  just  another  pro^m 
to  I  pray  that  you  remove  it 
fiaam  that  emegory.* 


•Ope  Sunday  School  teach- 
et  noted,  Tve  been  a  Sunday 
School  teacher  for  ten  years 
and  don’t  remember  a  apmific 
.leaaon  on  shariiw  a  Gospel  pre¬ 
sentation.  One  (X  the  things  Tm 
taking  away  is  that  Tm  learninK 
a  Goa^  presentation  through 
thfeprooess.’' 

The  church  ia  pfanning  on 
three  baptisms  soon  as  a  result 
of  the  emphasiB.  There  have 
lieen  six  professions  of  faijh. 
With  an  additiooal  fan  peo^ 

-  presenting  themselves  for 
chunh  mKabetahip. 

As  azi'  enemuragment  to 
other  pastors  who  mi^t  wish' 
to  get  involved  in  Tell  Me,  Tell 
Someone,  Burke  said,  “We  did 
this  because  of  life  impact. 
lYa  not  nrcfaaarily  because 
o(  niimben.  It's  a  two-way 
street.  If  you’re  going  to  invite, 
pray,  ana  share,  it  will  Impact 
their  Ibiet  and  yours.  It’s  not 
.  a  program.  It’s  a  process,  and 
it  fol&  right  into  what  you’re 
alrehdy  doiiig.* 

Ten  Me,  TeO  Someone,  is 
supported  by  gifts  to  the  Missis- 
si^  Cooperative  Program.  Fbr 
mare  iBforfoation,'vttit  mbeb. 
ocg/Mllaameotie/. 
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Need  a  light? 

Jt-sus  •.aid,  "I  am  the  liulu  of  (hv  wDrId. 
\\  hdfxiT  l<>U(iw>  niv  will  mil  walk 
in  darkniss  lull  will  Uaw  ihv 
liullt  <■!  I  ill  .  '  I  .lull  II  N;  I  2  • 

Siinpli  sliari’  Ihv  fnlliiwint;  pra.MT 
with  <>iid  in  \<inr  own  wmd'.: 

1.  I.ord.  I  admit  that  I  nvi'd  mmi. 
1 1  ha\i'  siniy  d.l 

2.  I  want  forciM'iii I'nr  in.i  sins 
and  I'n-idom  lYiini  I'ti-rnal 

death.  1 1  repent.) 
I  belies e  .lesiis  died  and  rose 
ll'roni  the  erase  Id  foreise  ms  sins 
and  Id  reslDre  ms  relaliDiiship 
with  son.  il  heliese  in  .lesiis.i 
4.  Ill  faith.  I  iiisile  .lesiis  t'hrisi 
into  ms  life,  from  this  time  iin. 
I  want  Id  lise  in  a  losine  relaliDiiship 
*  with  Him.  'I  reeeise  (  hrisi  as 
ms  Sasiorand  I.ord.) 

^*jl  .IS  111. ms  as  reeeiiell  hmi.lo  them  he  ease 
^e  nehl  111  lieeoiiie  eliililren  of  (lOil.  e'en  lo 
Ihosf  who  heliese  in  his  name.*'  i.lohn  1:12) 
II  sou  make  a  deeisjoii  for  Christ  loda.s.  conlael  a 
il  Soiilhei  n  daplisl  ehurrh  for  spiritual  euidunre. 
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Center.  Earlier  in  the  day,  Hagel 
is  eitbected  to  meet  with  students 
and  fidd  questions  hum  Mi.sKi.ssii> 
pi  reporters  at  a  news  conference 
at  the  Baptlst-afiUiated  institution. 
IV  dinner  befSins  at  6  paiL 
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Preferred  method  nawk  may  be  submrttod 
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an  emaif  form  Si-  '''iiiarv  method  news  may 
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Hari^  paper  and  artirdes  mual  be 

received  m  wmtirig.^'ic^llAo :  wilt  be  accepted 
over  the  telephone'  Due  to  averiirasenl  virus 
threat^  no  text  attachments  win  be  accepted 
PholoSaph  attachments  m  JPEG  formal  are 
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Plaasti  make  articlas  conesaa.  IrxJude  the 
who. -what,  wrhen.  where  details  of  the  story, 
along  with  a  contact  person's  aridrass  arxl 
telaphixie  iSumbar 
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vB  email,  as  attachments  m  JPEG  format  Hard 
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.  servica  sariH  not  be  accapted.  Photographs 
must  be  dear,  sharp,  and  welHighted  Photo¬ 
graphs  must  depict  people  No  landscape-.  tHntd- 
mg-,  or  ob|ei:t-or)lv  photographs  will  be  printed 
Photographs  cootsmng  inappropriate  gestures 
and  obfecAionable  clothing  wiA  not  be  published 
CeN  phone  photographs  and  cAher  lowr  resolution 
earns  that  dfi  not  reproduce  well  on  newsprint 
ere  garversIlY  not  publishable 

there  is  no  guarantee  that  news  items  and/ 

Ol  photographs  will  be  puHished.  and  unsolicitad 
matWial  wiH  not  ba  acknowledged  or  return^ 

All  news  hems  are  subfoct  to  editing,  and  ak 
photographs  aie  subiect  to  cropping  News  items 
and/or  photographs  can  be  published  one  lime, 
onty  Deartkne  for  submitting  news  is  one  week 
poor  to  requested  publxtation  date  Arbetes  that 
are  not  rtateeansitive  wiH  be  published  on  a 
spaoeevailable  basis  These  guidelines  are  not 
meam  to  be  exhaustive 
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Rev  ■  ft  Mm  Ken  Andemoo 
Mr  ft  Mm  Wayne  Ordiayi 
Ma.B«iyrita 
Thi  cainfthtaljBOratia  ' 
TWtkRanaco 
JhnayftSuaan  Hanft 
Mr.ftMmKenWMdiami 

Lynn  Hammenm 
Dr  ft  Mm  Vie  WaU 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Dean  HoidB- 
fidhiiiiiBC 
iBiHopta 

On  ft  Sumnne  Hmea 
ntRarHoBUnaPMaBy 
Rohitt  ft  Cathy  Whfte 
Pw  a  ft  Aid  T.  Hunt 
Cendd  ft  Dmit  RodiM 
Mt.ftMmLnnmlJtareO 
th.ftMmRMWUMrion 

Mm  WMePtmeaiJonai 
Dtan  ft  Jain  Jiaiat 
SmBiRmUyi 
Rev.  ft  Mm  Rna  Andmn 
JeamUrKIrtir 
Mr.ftltalhkeltanT 
Mm  Helm  tAHBain 
MmSiHiM.AIMta 
KttIvftJitaLaittwata 
Oanid  ft  Dude  Rtanmaa 
OMiLm* 

UdbiAdt*AaBC.MeQadBC 


DiaiftSaimnrHonei 
Mynli'lUib 
JayS*C.PBCCkvtaM 
PhOhA  MmmftTeddkGnee 


UJkBC 
Staton  RC 
WaymBatky 
JiaiftJaaeBhk 


(Ren  ft  Donna  Rl^ 

Anade  tiafc  •■■■ 

Mki  Samh  Mark  Siaitb 
B*y.  Rchnft  RettyChipnmi 
Jeny  ft  Wanda  ChiBmm 
Twkrfthdbek 
H  BftRa^MrKMBht 


Mr.ftMmltataimJ 
Mr  JtmmlBdimtt 
ThatamndarftHmkr 

Mr.  ImryMaftamy 
ThnAkmntaftltato 


(At  1^)  Penny  Cometrt  st  HILLCREST  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOL  with  a  $160 
nutting  giH  from  the  Mary  Ann  Forrest  Chapter  of  the  Order  of  Cohfeder- 
•te  R(m.  $^  check  presented  by  orgenizar  Brandi  Gray.  Pictured  also  are 

*0  Gray,  Molly 

'“'il  ‘At  right)  Pictured  with 

w  otnw  Oriter  of  Conferjerate  member  Robbie  Lewis  and  Chrystelle 
Thannea  ofTha  B(^. 


/  ■  \  ^ 


Rev.  ft  Mm  KenAndenon 
Mr.ftMmJciTyTherp 
Ma.  Betty  Rhnam 
The  Kna  While  Nmily 
RohtnftCttlwWhiir.  ■ 

The  Ray  Hojiftliai  Fandy 
RohinftCkhvWhik 
E.J.'Buhhy-IVoael* 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Gbu  (tianfrineeaio 
Dn  ft  Weill 

Eton  ft  Suamne  Hoorn 
Mn.  Dia  W  .in.>ijaliiy 
Mm  E- J.  Okfanot,  Sr 
The  Krla  While  Pamkl’ 

Rnhin  ft  Cathy  Whke 
Mr.  ft  Mm  Johnny  Yeiin 
Ma.hMtrlUta» 


DECEMBER  1-1$ 
MEMORIALS 


CAMPBELL  GLOBAL,  LLC  in 
Flowood,  MS  gave  a  $2,760 
matching  gift  to  The  BCV  Giving 
Tuesday  Campaign  and  followed  up 
that  gift  with  volunteer  hours  doing 
cisan  up  and  landscaping  at  The  BCV 
Htadquacters. 


The  Prayer 
Shawl  Ministry- 
Wrapped  in 
Love  of 
•ETHANY 
BAPTIST 
CHUfICH, 
MERIDIAN 
(T  provided  quihs 
and  hats  for 
BCV  residents 
for  Christmas. 
Piciursd  is  Cethy 
Wsbb,  Sendra 
Shirley,  and  (3er- 
ekSne  Bateman. 
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Challenged  •  Joshua  24:14-28 


January  8v  2017 


Faithfulness  grows  through  reflec¬ 
tion,  eratuation,  and  renewed  com¬ 
mitment  to  God.  Joshua  reflected 
on  what  the  Lord  had  done  with  the 
words.  Thus  says  the  Lord  God  of 
Israel...*  (Jmhua  24:2-13).  He  began 
with  Terah.'the  father  of  Abraham.  He 
declared  how  God  had  been  hdthful 
fo  Abraham,  Isaac  and  Jacob.  Joshua 
reminded  the  Israelites  of  Mdses  and 
their  rescue  from  Egypt.  He  concluded 
God’s  words  with,  T  nave  given  tou  a 
land  for  which  you  did  not  build,  and 
you  dwell  in  them;  you  eat  of  the  vine¬ 
yards  and  olive  poves  which  you  did 
art  plant’  (v.  13).  What  a  reminder  of 
'Gods  faithfulness  through  the  history 
of  the  Israelites! 

The  Example  Set  - 
Joshua 

After  citing  G^'s  acts  of  faithful¬ 
ness,  Joshua  said,  ‘Now  therefore,  fear 
the  Lord,  serve  Him  in  sincerity  and 
in  truth,  and  put  awa^  the  gods  which 
your  fathers  served,..(v.  14).  Joshua 
challenged  the  Israelites  to  remain 
faithfril  to  God,  worshiping  only  Him. 
Joshua  gave  the  Israelites  t«yo  cnoices; 
serve  God  or  serve  worship  other  gods. 
Joshua  declared  that  regardless  m  the 
choice  made  by  the  Israelites,  his  fam¬ 
ily  would  serve  God  alone.  Then  he 
set  the  exariple  by  saying  ‘As  for 
me  and  my  bouse,  we  willserve  the 
Lord*  (v.  15).^ 


The  People’.s  Redectkin  - 
Joehoa  a4:i6-t8 

The  Israelites  recalled  God’s  deUvenmce 
frnn  ^ypt.  His  provisions  or.  die  journey, 
and  His  giving  them  the  ptomim  land 
as  motivation  for  remaining  fiiitl^  to 
God  Then  the  Israelites  hastily  answered 
Joshua’s  challenge  and  declare !  their  alle- 
oanoe.  They  cried  out,  *We  abu  will  serve 
me  Lord  for  He  is  our  God'  (v.  18).  Be- 
heving  mat 
the  Ista- 
dites  had 
not  thought 

Mis  the  BiMs 

sfoo.  Josh-  I , 

ua  remind*  -  McGrow 

ed  them  to  ' 

consider  qMf- 
the  cost  of  V™***  ' 
following  . 

Godandthenwamedthemsbouttheseti- 
ousoem  of  their  oommitnieni.  • 

A  Somber  Warning - 
Joshoa  24110-00 

Joshua  spotx  to  his  leaders  first.  Here- 
minded  dim  of  God's  fnthfiilness.  Then 
be  warned  the  leaders  saying,  Theiefore 
it  shall  come  to  paas,  that  as  aD  the  good 
thiiw  have  come  upon  you  which  the 


.the  covenaiit  of  the  Lord  your  God..and 
have  gooe  and  served  other  gods...tlien 
tile  aiiger  of  the  Lord  win  bum  against 
you.  and  you  shall  perish  quickly  from 
the  good  Ismd  which  He  has  given  you’ 
(Jos^  23:15-16,  NKJV).  Just  as  God 
had  blessed  them.  He  would  also  punish 
thCT  if  they  turned  away  from  Him. 

After  waiuiDg  the  leauers,  Joshua  mth- 
eted  the  tribes  together  and  warned  the 
people  that 


win  bring  upon  you  aO  harmful  thii^, 
until  He  has  destroyed  you  firem  this 
good  land  which  the  Lora  your  God  has 
given  you.  When  you  have  franagresaed 


-  y  remaining 

■mt  fiiithiul  to 

^  God  wwdd 

LI  *  I  **  difficuh. 

Die  “  V 

i  B  pledged 

''  «  ^  W  to  remain 

II  I  M  faithful. 

however, 

phasized 

that  the  dedsian  to  follow  God  ropiired 
serious  evaluation  and  should  not  be  taken 
lightly.  He  tedd  the  people  to  count  the  cost 
of  wonhipiiK  and  serving  God.  He  said, 
‘If  you  forsake  the  Lord  and  serve  foreign 
gwK,  then  He  will  turn  and  do  you  harm 
and  consume  you,  after  He  has  done,you 
good*  (Joshua  24:20).  Once  again,  the 
people  said  they  vwjuld  follow  God  They 
rwiewed  their  commitnient  to  serve  God. 

A  Public  Declaration  - 
Joshua  24:21-28 

After  the  people  declared  their  inten¬ 
tion  of  following  God  wholeheartedly, 


Joshua  directed  them  to  rid  them-selves 
of  all  idols.  The  people  committed  to 
worship  God  alone,  and  Joshua  created 
a  marker  sa  a  testimony  of  their  ewa- 
enant  to  dd’so.  The  large  stone  servepM 
a  reminder  that  they  w^d  worship /niy 
the  Lord  -  and  that  is  what  the  I^aef; 
ites  did.  They  served  the  Lord  throii^- 
out  Joshua's  leadership  and  through  the 
time  of  the  elders  following  Joshua. 

How  does  Joshua's  story  apply  to  us? 
Just  as  God  u-sed  Joshua’s  fiuthfulness. 
He  also  will  use  our  faimftdness  to  fhal- 
lentt  and  influence  others.  So  ask  your- 
seli; ‘How  is  my  faithfulness  to  the  Lord 
challenging  and  influencing  others? 

Second,  believers  can  hold  one  an¬ 
other  amiuntable  for  remaining  faithful 
to  God.  Do  yoii  have  a  friend  or  two-who 
will  hold  you  accountable?  Who  will  ask 
•  you  tough  questions  when  they  see  you 
sti^ng  from  the  Lord? 

■  Tnird,  God  exp<^  His  followers  to  be 
fii]^  devoted  to  llim  with  no  divided  aJ- 
le^nces.  As  we  begin  a  new  year,  let's 
rnlect  on  what  the  Lord  has  dune  in  each 
ofnur  lives.  Let's  evaluate  our  commit¬ 
ment  to  the  Lord.  Do  we  have  any  divid¬ 
ed  allraiances?  Are  we  hanging  on  to  our 
own  idols?  If  so,  let's  rid  ourselves  of  all 
idols  and  renew  our  commitment  to  fol¬ 
low  God  alone! 

McGrow  is  development  director 

Crossroads  SW  Counseling  Center, 
a  cotiference  speaker,  life  coach,  and 
member  of  Woodville  Church., 


God's  Word  isTruth  •  Psalm  1 19:153-160 


Today's  lesson  is  the  final  session 
of  our  six  week  study  titled  ‘Spoken: 
The  Rhythm  of  God’s  Word’  from  the 
iiqrh  Psafan.  This  lesson’s  title.  ‘God’s 
Word  is  Truth,’  picks  up  on  one  of  the 
main  themes  we^ve  seen  in  this  unit 
of  study. 

The  last  verse  of  our  focal  passage 
bones  In  on  this  major  biblical  princi¬ 
pal,  The  entirety  of  Your  word  is  truth,’ 
l^m  119:160a  (HCSB).  The  ‘forever" 
of  this  verse  takes  on  greater  meaning 
when  we  look  through  the  lens  of  our 
New  Testament  faith.  ‘Jesus  Christ 
the  same  yesterday^  and  to  day,  and  for 
ever,"  Hebrews  13:8  (KJV).  Our  undet- 
_sUnding  of ‘forever’  expands  when  we 
“think  ofit  as  all  of  yerterday,  and  today, 
and  all  of  forever  vdthout  end  —  eter¬ 
nity.  “All  Your  righteous  judgments 
ftirever'  is  the  psalmist's  bold  assertion 
that  the  Bible's  righteous  judgments 
[word  of  truth  (v.  160a),  ‘Your  instruc¬ 
tion*  (v.  1.5.3b),  promises  (v.  L54b){ 
Tour  statutes*  (v.  155),  Tour  decrees- 
(y.iSTb),  Tour  precepts”  (v.15^)]  en¬ 
dures  forever  -  endlessly  eternity. 

The  audacity  of  the  Old  Testa¬ 
ment  author  only  intensifies  when  he 
itreaaes  "the  entire^'  of  Your  word.' 
The  Holy  Spirit  inspired  and  preserved 
word  of  Goa  as  we  have  in  the  Christian 
Bible  is  totally,  emir^  true  wltbout 
any  mixture  of  error,  it  la  totally  infal¬ 
lible.  Again  our  faitfa  is  sttrtigtheiied 


and  clarified  by  New  Testament  revela- 
tioii  Paul  wrote  Timothy: 

‘And  how  from  childliood  you  have 
known  (he  sacred  writing.s  (Hebrew 

aures)  vdiich  arc  able  to  give  you  the 
m  that  leads  to  .salvation  through 
faith  which  is  in  Christ  Jesus  (surren¬ 
dering  your  entire  self  to  Him  and  hav¬ 
ing  a^lute  confidence  in  His  wi-sdom. 
power  and  goodness).  All  Scripture  is 
God-breathed  (given  by  divine  laspira- 
.tion)  and  is  profitable  ftir  in.struction,_ 
for  conviction  [of  sin|,  for  correction' 
(of  error 
and  resto¬ 
ration  to 
obedience), 

SJIfS:  Bible 

teousness  'liMfcL  .  ....l 

[learning  to 

live  in  con- 

formity  to 

God's  will. 

both ,  pub-  . 

Ivcly  and  privately  -behaving  honorably 
with  personal  integrity  and  moral  cour- 
ag^  2  Timothy  3:15-16  (AMP). 

■The  psalmist  emphasizes  the  cn-. 
tirety  of  the  Bible  is  true..  Thr  concept 
of  real  reliable  ‘truth'  is  worthy  of  our 
attention  if  we  are  to  understand  the.- 
importance  of  the  statement,  ‘I  have 
not  turned  from  Your  decrees,’  Psalm 
119:  157b  (HCfffl).  Truth  is  hard,  even 


impos.sible.  for  a  sinlul  person  to  un¬ 
derstand.  Truth  is  not  an  abstract 
philological  theory.  Because  it  is  not 
an  abstract  idea,  tjod  lovM  us  enough 
to  make  love  very  concrete;  where  even 
a  child  can  experience  it  and  trust  it. 
John  the  New  'Te.stamenl  (fospcl  writer 
explains  it  this  wpy; 

'jesus  answefetl  him  (■I'homas),  "  I 
am  the  way.  the  truth, 'and  the  life:  no 
one  gt)es  to  the  Father  except  hy  me. 
Now  that  you  have  known  me.'  he  said 
to  them,  ‘you  will  know  my  Father  also, 
and  from 
now  I  m  V  oil 
do  .  know 
him  and 

Bible  Studies  forPe  C.i  1.!!:  " 

•  ,  ■  Vj  .lohii  14:6 

Don  Hicks  -j  fcSBi. 

’  .  Salvation 
and  under- 
standing 
crimes  to  us 


I  Don  Hicks 


thruiigh  Gisl's  love. 

■Hie  119th  Psalr.  ravs  it  this  way, 
"I’onsider  how  1  In-  e  Vour  preecri>. 
LORD,  give  me  life  according  to  Your 
faithful  love,"  Psalm  119:159  (IH’SB) 
The  psalmist  understood  the  absolute 
truth  thaj  Gi>d  and  Gsxl.alime  giyes 
"ta  life.  God  is  the  author  ot  all  life 
both  ph^ical  and  spiritual.^  Fortu 
nately,  for  us.  "God  is  love.*  1  John 


4:8b  (HCSB).  Not  whimsical  fleeting 
love  but  “faithful  love."  Do  you  know 
God's  "faithful  love?" 

As  vou  consider  this  question  it 
could  lead  vou  to  “meditate  on  Your 
(God's)  wonders,"  as  we  arc  taught  to 
do  in  verse  21.  -Yiid  verse  48  ehallenges 
us  to  “meditate  on  Your  (God's)  stat¬ 
utes."  As  you  honestly  ask  yourselt  if 
you  know  (lod's  'faithful  love,"  and  if 
the  answer  is  yes  then  yon  will  natural¬ 
ly  nuslitate  on  God'.-  wonders  Think¬ 
ing  of  God's  gift  ot  life  througle.lesiis 
Christ  will  cause  11-  to  fi>el  similar  to 
the  biblical  writer- when  he  says.  "U‘t 
me  live,  and  I  will  iiraiv  You;  may  I  our 
mdginenl-  help  me,"  Tsalin  119;  17") 

When  God  give-  us  lite  we  should 
praise  Him  Iriis  leads  us  to  tell  oth¬ 
ers  abiJut  God’s  grace  and  love  for  us. 
A  great  wav  to  do. this  is  to  share  our 
testimony  of  God  s  care  ffit  us  with 
others  in  our  Sunday  School  class  But 
honestly  that  ran  seem  hard  to  iV«  at 
times.  So,  1  want  to  point  to  the  help 
God  uist  offeri-d  ns  in  the  |•’5th  verse 
Did  you  notice  the  ps.ilinist  pr.ivei  - 
fill  request  “inav  Your  jiidgmeiils  help 
me“?  Y<;u,  too.  can  ask  CJod  to  leacii 
you  His  judgments  and  hyip  v  i!»w.it- 
ncss  and  praise  Him. 

Hicks  IS  assiH’iotioiiui  mt.ss-ioii.s  di 
rector  tor  Jasper  .XsstH-iotion  in  ttnu 
Springs. 
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Just  for  the  Record 


,  JoyfulNotaa,  niWT  CHURCH,  FLORA.  •ioB.Chrittma* 

■»  carolt  to  area  fHir8it>g  homas  and  asaiatad  Hving  raaidenta 
;  evarv  year.  Tlw  senior  aduH  Broup  sang  at  five  cHtferwi  places 
1  on  two  occasions. 


h^df WLl  CHURCH.  ROGUE  CHITTO.  presented  Shep- 
USn^r;.,  piJ^  "<ini«er/chiidran's  choir  dir«^or;  Floyd 


.  ^ 


ChOdren  W»d  youth  from  CALVARY  CHURCH,  VICKS- 
BURO,  prMentad  Realfy,  Really,  Realty  Good  News  to  church 
members,  family,  and  friends. 


College  News. 


‘^W0®*DALE  ASSOCIATION,  ! 
Jeremy  and  Mandy,  Dec.  4.  Steven  Wade  offldatod.  j 


presented  Sing  a 

P*i-  *■  Alexander  and  Bobbis  Dun¬ 
away,  mrectora;  Mika  Bums,  pastor. 


Cindy  Melton  has  been 
named  dean  of  the 
MISSISSIPPI  COLLEGE 
School  of  Education. 
A  full-time  Mississippi 
Collage  faculty  mem¬ 
ber  since  2001.  Melton 
served  as  chair  of  the 
Department  of  Teacher 
Education  and  Leader¬ 
ship  in  recant  years. 
She's  taught  classes  in 
the  dtapertment  the  past 
16  years. 


The  BLUE  MOUNTAIN 
COLLEGE  chapter  ofTheta 
Alpha  Kappa,  the  national 
honor  society  for  students 
of  Religious  Studies  and 
Theology,  inductad'four 
new  members  into  the  so¬ 
ciety.  They  Included  (back 
row,  left  to  right)  Michael 
Green,  a  sanjor  Christian  ' 
Ministry  major  from  Horn 
Lake;  Devin  Woodruff,  se¬ 
nior  Biblical  Studies  major 
from  Booneville;  Josh  • 
Dowling,  a  cantor  Bibli¬ 
cal  Studies/English  major 
from  Byhalia;  and  Jacob 
Riley,  a  soRhomora  Bibli¬ 
cal  Studies/English  major 
from  Hernando  Also  pres¬ 
ent  were  (front  row,  loft  to 
right)  Douglas  Bain,  chair 
of  the  Department  of  Bibli¬ 
cal  and  Associated  Studies 
andTAK  sponsor;  Jacob 
Worley,  treasurer;  Mary 
Kate  King.TAK  member; 
Avery  Thorn,  president; 
and  Ronald  Meeks,  Proles 
sor  of  Biblical  and  Aa- 
sociattlfl  Studies  anJTAK 
sponsor.  , 


